
Digital divide 
 
The digital divide is a division between people with access to modern technologies and 
people who don’t have these modern technologies. These modern technologies could 
range from a mobile phone to a mainframe computer.  
 
The internets role in the divide? 
 
Ease of access to the modern technologies isn’t the only factor that makes the gap, it also 
consists of the users ability to use the modern technologies. The quality of the connection 
also plays a role, for example users with broadband might have more access to 
technologies such as internet phones and VIOP phones (voice over Internet Protocol) 
than dialup users. 
 
The GAP 
 
The gap isn’t a clear one. There actually is something in between people with easy access 
to modern technologies and people without access at all. In between there are people who 
do have access to modern technologies yet for example they would work on extremely 
low performance computers or narrowband/dialup connections, or even with limited 
technical assistance and less access to information/services that require subscription and 
probably money.  
 
The cost is it an obstacle?  
 
The cost of internet access is decreasing, infact decreasing to an extent1 that in the U.K 
ISP’s have stopped decreasing the price but, they are now increasing service speed for the 
same price. Therefore the costs have clearly gone down. Therefore now more people can 
get cheaper access to the internet in “Internet Cafes”. So the cost issue was more of a 
major issue in the past, no doubt it’s an issue. But the focus has now switched to actually 
educating the people on how to read and write firstly, then how to use information 
efficiently. The main obstacle is regular training and practice.  
 
Effects of the divide 
 
The digital divide has a negative effect on the economic development in the world. It 
increases the gap between the developing countries and developed countries. Countries 
with a wide use of the internet, because most of today’s work is directly related or closely 
related to the internet. In countries that don’t have access to the internet they will/are 
unable to compete with our global economy. The result of this is of course more 
economic downfall.   
 
Closing the divide? 

                                                 
 
 



 
Economic equality: To advance in economics the internet is an extremely valuable key.  
Social mobility: Computers and the internet are a major tool in learning therefore it is 
important to close the divide to give all students around the world this excellent facility 
of learning. 
Social equality: This will mainly reduce gender in-equality in less economically 
developed countries. It will give girls a chance to compete globally with people like her 
even in the comfort of her rural settings. 
Democracy: Use of the Internet has implications for democracy. This factor varies it 
could be just accessing government statistics or taking more of a role in government 
activities such as elections.  
Economic growth: Without a doubt economic growth is closely linked with how easily 
the people of that country can gain access to a computer, and most importantly the 
internet.  
 
 
Here are most of the factors that increase the digital divide. 
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Although most of the there factors are interlinked somehow, I have selected Political 
Economical and Age/fear of technology to discus in more depth than the others because I 
find them most interesting. 
 



Economical: The economical factor in the digital divide is fairly simple. In my view I 
think that it is based around this question. Would a country invest in clean water for all 
it’s citizens, or invest in computers and technology, while many people don’t have access 
to clean water. 
 
 Political: This issue I find is most interesting. This issue includes internet censorship 
such as china’s “great firewall”. 
 
Age/fear of technology: This issue is linked mostly with education, because if 
individuals were educated well from the start then there wouldn’t be fear to try new 
activities such as using technology  
 
Here is a list of links that I will use to continue with my research: 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor
/466651.stm      Overview 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor
/471891.stm     Burkina faso 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor
/472445.stm     Mongolia 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor
/472435.stm     Morocco  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor
/467899.stm    United states 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor
/472621.stm  
                        Losing ground bit by bit 
 
http://www.digitaldivide.net/         Network of the digital divide   
  
 
http://www.microsoft.com/middleeast/egypt/english/press/casestudy/egovernment.aspx  
 
  Microsoft and Egypt 
 
http://www.icdri.org/images/image006.gif
 
  Statistics picture 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/466651.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/466651.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/471891.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/471891.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/472445.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/472445.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/472435.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/472435.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/467899.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/467899.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/472621.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/10/99/information_rich_information_poor/472621.stm
http://www.digitaldivide.net/
http://www.microsoft.com/middleeast/egypt/english/press/casestudy/egovernment.aspx
http://www.icdri.org/images/image006.gif

